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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Specifies that, under the offense of intentional killing of an 

animal, the killing of a police dog acting it its official capacity and under the control of a law 

enforcement officer is punished as theft graded according to the value of the animal but in no 

event shall be less than a Class D felony.  

 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

NOT SIGNIFICANT 
 

 Assumptions: 

 

• Under current law, it is an offense to knowingly and unlawfully kill the animal of 

another without the owner’s effective consent, unless the person acted under a 

reasonable belief that the animal was creating an imminent danger of death or serious 

bodily injury to that person or another or an imminent danger of death to an animal 

owned by that person. A violation is punished as theft ranging from a Class A 

misdemeanor to a Class B felony depending on the value of the animal.  

• Specifying that a police dog killed in the line of duty must be punished, at a minimum, 

as a Class D felony will not result in a significant increase in the number of admissions 

for this offense. 

• Any increase in the caseloads of state trial courts can be accommodated within existing 

resources without an increased appropriation or reduced reversion.  
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